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from the fields. B 
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A major initiative to upg) 
year-old athletic facilit 
Campus will start as soon as the pli 
made their way through the official 

The renewal plan includes ar 
pool, though that will be built late in 
four-phase project. The first phase wil 
a giant dome built over one of the two play- 
ing fields — installed every November and 
dismantled in April so that field sports can 
be played all year round. 

Also in the first phase are permanent 
stands for spectators, and locker rooms for 
football, soccer and rugby players, as well 
as visiting teams. 

The second phase will include a new 
triple gymnasium with a fitness centre sim- 
ilar to the successful one on the downtown 
campus, plus locker rooms. 


BARBARA E 


UNIVERSITE 


WU Concordia 


able 
student, 
the others; 


we'll still only have half the area of the 1 next 
closest one” 

The Loyola facilities were built in 1967 
for the 3,000 male students of Loyola 


UNIVERSITY 


Now they have to serve a popula- 
5 times that size, including elite ath- 
f both sexes who compete nationally 
nternationally. Sports tournaments 
e em-barrassing, as visiting teams 
be housed in aging (though clean and 
naintained) facilities. 

an has visited the other Montreal 
tsity sports facilities and talked to a 
students. Students tell her Concordia 
ie fastest shuttle service. “You want to 
he pool for a swim? You can get out to 
a in 15 minutes — and often more 
!” she said. 

@ has also observed that the other uni- 
versities have made strategic alliances. 
McGill has the Alouettes professional foot- 
ball games; the U de M facilities were built 
to house the training centre for the Olympic 
Games in 1976. Laval serves Quebec City 
sports fans, and Sheahan sees Concor-dia's 


as proposed by Saia Barbarese Topouzanov Architectes. Above is the main entrance 


ue for a facelift 
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Loyola Campus renewal as a community 
resource, too. 

“Concordia has made some strategic 
choices; Sheahan said. “We have a tremen- 
dous record of building great facilities — 
the new science complex, the engineering 
and visual arts building, the business 
school. Concordia’s on the move, a happen- 
ing place? 

Now it’s time to build for healthy bodies 
as well as active minds which are values that 
are near and dear to Honorary Recreation 
and Athletics Campaign Chair Larry Smith. 
Smith and a stellar team comprised of 
alumni leaders as well as Sheahan and 
Director, Special Initiatives, Dominique 
McCaughey, have been setting the fundrais- 
ing groundwork for the development of the 
Loyola facilities. The project is under dis- 
cussion with the Quebec government and 
the City of Montreal. 
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‘Don't leave law to the lawyers’ 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Eric Reiter joined 
Concordias History Department 
last summer with a mandate to 
develop a proposal for an interdis- 
ciplinary Law and Society pro- 
gram, he expected to build his 
proposal for a minor on a handful 
of courses already offered at 
Concordia. 

A review of the course calendar 
turned up over two dozen avail- 





able courses in psychology, politi- 
cal science, philosophy, sociology, 
anthropology, history, communi- 
cations and at the JMSB. 

“It was a pleasant surprise. I 
could build a program based on 
what we already had that would 
be interdisciplinary in the best 
possible way: 

Arts and Science Dean David 
Graham was familiar with a simi- 
lar program at Memorial 
University, which had high enrol- 


Eric Reiter is developing a Law and Society program for the university. 


ment for its introductory courses. 
Graham recognized that there 
were professors interested in the 
field here. “I had additional stimu- 
lus talking to students here. I was 
particularly impressed by one 
thoughtful, serious student who 
regretted that Concordia did not 
have a coherent program! 
However, interdisciplinary pro- 
grams require “someone to lead 
the effort around whom the pro- 
gram can crystallize” Graham 
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thinks that Reiter has the ideal 
skill set to take on that challenge. 

Reiter comes to Concordia with 
a background in medieval history 
and law. He is a member of the 
Quebec Bar, although he has 
never practiced law. “I decided 
while I was in law school that pur- 
suing questions was more inter- 
esting than finding answers. I 
wanted to teach. 

“I've gone from working with 
medieval manuscripts to dealing 
with real-life, current issues. But I 
bring a perspective from the past” 

It is that combination of experi- 
ence that he hopes to bring to the 
Law and Society program. His ini- 
tial proposal was developed in 
consultation with professors and 
department chairs already teach- 
ing in and around the interrela- 
tionship between law and society. 

He hopes that the program will 
provide students with “a sense of 
the different roles that law plays 
in society. And the power that law 
has to shape society and vice 
versa: 

He is excited by the opportunity 
to develop such a program in 
Quebec, where no such program 
currently exists. “Quebec has a 
distinctive legal approach that is 


often downplayed.” He also hopes 
that the program will address 
international issues, like human 
rights. 

Ideally, he would like the pro- 
gram to develop from a set of 
questions about the relationship 
between law and society, explored 
in an introductory course. 
Students could then expand their 
knowledge in more specialized 
courses, depending on their back- 
ground and interests. 

“Law is broader than just what * 
the state says. It encompasses 
customs and conventions and 
operates from the bottom up, as 
well as top down? 

He is aware that students are 
keen for such a program, and that 
many of them see it as a stepping- 
stone to a legal career. But he 
would like the program to include 
the practical, everyday questions 
that attract him to the subject. 

“I want students to be able to 
study what law is and what it 
does, not just how to do law. Law 
is too important to leave only to 
lawyers, 

The project is currently begin- 
ning the approval stage. If all goes 
well, it could be ready for students 
in 2009. 


Eric Mazur: Teaching for comprehension 


KAREN HERLAND 


Almost 20 years ago, Harvard 
physicist Eric Mazur had an 
“aha” moment about his teach- 
ing practice that forced him to 
rethink the traditional unidirec- 
tional teaching model of the sage 
on the stage: “I was dragged out 
of my ivory tower, and I've never 
been the same since” 

Mazur talked to several dozen 
Concordia educators in the first 
of a series of lectures on peda- 
gogical practice organized this 
term by the Centre for Teaching 
and Learning Services (CTLS). 

Mazur described his early 
approach to courses as “not how 
you teach it, but what you cover” 
He was assigned an unpopular 
and fairly basic intro to physics 
course for pre-med students. By 
all traditional measures, he 
excelled. His evaluations were 
exemplary, and his students 
scored well on exams. 

All of that came grinding to a 
halt when he heard about the 
efforts of another professor to 
measure students’ comprehen- 
sion of physics via the Force 
Concept Inventory (FCI). 


Essentially, most introductory- 
level physics courses devote the 
first few classes to explaining 
motion and forces. Once stu- 
dents are familiar with those 
concepts, the course (and pre- 
sumably their knowledge) builds 
from there. 

The FCI was a fairly rudimen- 
tary 30-question quiz. Students 
took the quiz at the beginning 
and end of their course to see 
how well they understood those 
primary concepts. Mazur's confi- 
dence in his own teaching ability 
took a tumble when his students 
did not fare nearly as well on the 
quiz as he had assumed they 
would. 

After continuing to test stu- 
dents a variety of ways, he under- 
stood that students who did well 
in conventional tests (using 
recipes to solve problems) did 
not necessarily do well with con- 
ceptual questions. However, the 
reverse relationship proved 
much more positive. 

“I realized education was not 
merely a transfer of informa- 
tion. It was about how well stu- 
dents could assimilate infor- 
mation and transfer it to their 


own experience.” 

Mazur decided to radically 
change his teaching methods. 
Now he supplies students with 
written materials. In class, he 
punctuates short lectures by 
throwing questions back to stu- 
dents. After students have 
thought about and responded to 
these more conceptual problems, 
he invites them to convince each 
other of their position. 

“Mary will usually be able to 
convince John because of the 
force of logic. 

Not only does this peer educa- 
tion model reinforce and circu- 
late correct responses, students 
are in a better position to con- 
vince each other. Their shared 
unfamiliarity with the subject 
allows them to more readily 
anticipate whatever barriers to 
understanding they might 
encounter from their peers. 

Mazur said this call/response 
form of teaching also allows for a 
“continuous assessment and 
feedback. You know if you need 
to continue or move on” 

Although he acknowledged 
that this form of teaching 
requires experience to formulate 


good questions and gauge where 
trouble spots might be, based on 
students responses, Mazur 
remains committed to this more 
interactive model. 

CTLS hopes to have the video 





of his lecture up in early 


February on their website. In the 
meantime, go to teaching.concor- 
dia.ca/workshop/ for more on the 
other lectures and workshops 
they are offering this term. 
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Harvard Physics Professor Eric Mazur shared his insights on pedagogy 
in two different lectures earlier this month on behalf of the CTLS. 
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Luck led to 
lean manufacturing 


Nadia Bhuiyan focuses on the human element in industrial engineering. 


DAWN WISEMAN 


As a young woman looking at 
career possibilities, Nadia 
Bhuiyan (Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering) “was 
really interested in the arts, but 
not in being a starving artist? 
She chose engineering “pretty 
much out of a hat, but I did 
enough research to know that 
industrial engineering would fill 
my need to work closely with 
people” 

Now an Assistant Professor of 
Industrial Engineering and the 
Associate Director of the 
Concordia Institute of Aero- 
space Design and Innovation 
(CIADI), Bhuiyan acknowledged 
that “Engineering has worked 
out pretty well for me, but I was 
lucky, 

Her work in the classroom 
and in the lab centres on the 
human element of the field. 
Bhuiyan’s research is in the mul- 
tidisciplinary area of product 
development and lean manufac- 
turing, in which people and 
decision-making are key. 

Introduced to North America 
in the mid-1980s by Toyota, lean 
manufacturing is a system of 
refining business processes 
from product conception 
through to manufacturing and 
sales by reducing waste in effort, 
personnel and other resources. 

As Bhuiyan pointed out, 


“Lean manufacturing has 
worked really well for manufac- 
turing companies, but the same 
tools and techniques can also 
be applied to _ intellectual 
processes. She is currently 
involved in a number of projects 
examining the impact of lean 
engineering in local firms. 

At Pratt & Whitney Canada, 
Bhuiyan and some students “are 
studying the flow of intellectual 
work in progress and trying to 
ensure that engineering re- 
sources are positioned appro- 
priately to support this flow” 

In other research with the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
she has worked on the use of the 
design structure matrix (DSM) 
method to improve the design 
of powered wheelchairs. 

A DSM is a concise visual 
method for representing the 
interrelationships between the 
individual steps of complex 
projects that allows users to 
more easily identify key compo- 
nents in project flow. “We were 
able to determine a sound 
design process that helps to 
reduce cycle time,’ she said. 

Bhuiyan underlined that the 
industrial collaborations of her 
research have a_ significant 
impact on her teaching. “I am 
able to bring real-life examples 
to my classes, and this helps stu- 
dents see beyond the theory. 

“I always wanted to teach? 





she said. “I love the challenge of 
translating complex material 
into something understandable 
for my students” And Bhuiyan 
takes more than just a passing 
interest in their success. 

“I am very interested in moti- 
vating people, in helping them 
learn to learn, which is why I 
love my involvement at CIADI” 
The institute hires top achieving 
undergraduate students and 
places them in aerospace com- 
panies, where they contribute 
directly to research, develop- 
ment and/or production proj- 
ects. 

Students in the program real- 
ly change, she said. “When the 
students return from _ their 
placements, they are almost 
completely transformed — 
more confident, more ambi- 
tious. They've gained a real 
sense of what they can do” 
Students frequently write to 
Bhuiyan telling her how much 
they've enjoyed the experience. 
“It's a pretty nice thing to be a 
part of, she said. 

Bhuiyan’s best student and 
her greatest passion right now 
is her 20-month-old son, 
Gabriel. She loves teaching 
him new things every day and 
is fascinated by how much a 
little mind can _ absorb. 
“Balancing family and work is 
a challenge, but it keeps things 
interesting” 
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ACCOLADES 


Sandeep Bhagwati (CRC in Inter-X Art Practice and Theory in 
Music and Theatre) will premiere his new opera, Prinzessin 
Siissiisan, at the State Opera of Bonn (Germany) on Feb. 22. Last fall, 
he received accolades in Los Angeles for the world premiere of 
Vineland Stelae, which combined Western orchestral music with 
traditional percussion, and featured innovative lighting and poetry. 


Noo 


Kudos to Erin Jessee, an Interdisciplinary Humanities doctoral 
candidate supervised by Frank Chalk, who won a fellowship from 
the Canadian Consortium on Human Security for her dissertation, 
“Inscribed Intent: A Cultural History of the Rwandan and Bosnian 
Genocides” Her work presents a new possibility for demonstrating 
genocidal intent by investigating the interface between oral history, 
anthropology, international law, and forensic archaeology. She is 
using the funds, and those recently awarded to her by CIDA, to con- 
tinue fieldwork in Rwanda and plan for her next phase of research 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Finance professor Lorne Switzer is the Calgary CFA (certified 
financial analysts) Society's “forecaster of the year” When the fore- 
casts he made at last year's dinner were read out at this year's din- 
ner, according to CFA president Wes Peters, they were greeted with 
thunderous applause, and will be engraved on a trophy for him. His 
predictions were on the behaviour in 2007 of the price of oil, the level 
of the Toronto Stock Exchange, the price of natural gas and the level 
of the Standard & Poor's 500 index. As well as being a crack prognos- 
ticator, Switzer is Associate Dean, Research, holds the Van Berkom 
Endowed Chair in Small-Cap Equities, and is Associate Director of 
the Institute for Governance in Private and Public Organizations. 


~NoQo 


Professor Prabir Bhattacharya (Computer Science and Software 
Engineering) and doctoral student Abu Sayeed M. Sohail, were 
given a best paper award at the third Indian International 
Conference in Artificial Intelligence, held in Pune, India, for work 
based on Sohail’s master's thesis, which he completed in 2007 on 
automated facial expression analysis. This is an important aspect of 
computer surveillance by cameras in airports and large office build- 
ings to identify suspicious persons. 


NoQo 


Francois Morelli (MFA Program Director, Studio Arts) is the recip- 
ient of the 2007 Prix Louis-Comtois, given annually to an artist in 
mid-career by the City of Montreal in association with the 
Association des galeries dart contemporain (AGAC). 


Qo 


Congratulations to Clement 
Lam (Computer Science and 
Software Engineering), who will 
receive the 2006 Euler Medal 
from the ICA (Institute of 
Combinatorics and Its Appli- 
cations) in March during the 
Southeastern Conference in 
Boca Raton, Florida. The Euler 
Medal is presented to mathe- 
maticians who are still active in 
research for a distinguished life- 
time contribution to combina- 
torial research. 


Concordia has the highest number among Canadian universities of 
graduates holding a chief executive officer (CEO) position in a lead- 
ing Global Fortune 500 company. They include André Desmarais, 
of Power Corporation, Dominic D’Alessandro, of Manulife 
Financial, and Gerald T. McCaughey, of the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce (CIBC). A study by the Ecole des Mines de Paris 
looked at the performance of educational training programs at 338 
universities throughout the world based on the career accomplish- 
ments of their graduates. The results are available at: 
www.ensmp.fr/Actualites/PR/EMP-ranking.pdf. 
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JMSB competes 
for the future 


LAURIE ZACK 


Dean Sanjay Sharma gave a pres- 
entation to the Board of 
Governors on Jan. 17 called 
“Competing for the Future” in 
which he framed the priorities of 
the John Molson School of 
Business. 

Sharma (right) shared a new 
mission statement being con- 
sidered by the school: “Educate 
managers with excellence in 
traditional knowledge and the 
ability to manage responsibly 
in future complex global busi- 
ness environments.’ The busi- 
ness school intends to be 
ranked as one of the top five in 
Canada and among the top 100 
internationally. 

“Lam leading a strategic plan- 
ning initiative for the faculty that 
involves all the departments, as 
well as support staff and stu- 
dents,” Sharma explained. “I 
hope to have the process com- 
pleted in two months and 
endorsed by the faculty.” 

Business schools have gone 
global, and Concordia is no 
exception. Enrolment figures 
show a 15 per cent increase in 
international students in 2007- 
08. Between 20 and 25 per cent 
of the current enrolment are 
international students. 

Sharma is determined to capi- 
talize on this trend with speak- 
ers and visiting lecturers, the 
integration of global business in 


the core curriculum, global co- 
op internships, a global business 
major for BComm and MBA stu- 
dents, and an MSc and PhD 
stream in global business. 
Online delivery of courses and 
more international partnerships 
are other potential strategies. 
Closer to home, other curricu- 





lum initiatives being developed 
involve Master of Engineering 
students taking our special 
Graduate Certificate in Business 
Administration for Engineers; 
students in the medical sciences 
at McGill taking our Graduate 
Certificate in Business Admin- 
istration for Non-Commerce 
Students; a partnership with 
Ryerson University in Toronto to 
offer our MBA in Investment 
Management; and an agreement 
with State University of New 
York Plattsburgh, through which 
students in the Master of Liberal 


Marcel Danis: Counsel 


President Michael Di Grappa has 
named Marcel Danis as Counsel 
to the Executive Group, where he 
will lend his considerable experi- 
ence on a number of important 
subjects. The Executive Group 
comprises the President, Pro- 
vost, the Vice-Presidents and the 
Deans. 

Danis will leave the position of 
Vice-President, External Rela- 
tions, and Secretary-General in 
February to make way for his 
successor, Bram Freedman. He 
will continue to teach as a full 
professor in the Department of 
Political Science. 

Marcel Danis has had a valued 
career at Concordia as a key advi- 
sor to the university. In 1996, he 
became Vice-Rector, Institutional 
Relations, and was named 
Secretary-General in 1998 when 
the two offices were merged. 


He joined Loyola College in 
1968 as a lecturer in the 
Department of Political Science 
and has taught ever since. An 
alumnus of Loyola College, 
Université de Montréal, Fordham 
University and the Université de 
Paris, he also acts as an advisor 
to the Quebec Minister of Justice 
and Public Security. 

From 1984 to 1993, he was the 
Member of Parliament for 
Vercheres. Among his numerous 
parliamentary posts, he was 
Deputy Speaker of the House of 
Commons (1984 to 1990), Deputy 
House Leader, Minister of State 
for Youth (1990-1991), Minister of 
State for Fitness and Amateur 
Sport (1990-1991), and Minister of 
Labour (1991-1993). He is a mem- 
ber of the Queen's Privy Council. 

President Di Grappa is pleased 
to be able to count on Marcel 
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Studies program can register for 
our MBA program. 

To better attract and retain 
faculty talent, the JMSB is taking 
a page from Arts and Science by 
establishing Dean’s Awards in 
research, teaching and service in 
fall 2008. The School is also look- 
ing at establishing research clus- 
ters based on distinctive compe- 
tence areas. 

The 36 per cent jump in 
undergraduate enrolment in 
the fall of 2007 is exciting, but 
presents a challenge. Meeting 
the space needs of a growing 
student body until the move to 
the new JMSB building in the 
summer of 2009 is a major 
concern. 

Another challenge is keeping 
a respectable student-profes- 
sor ratio in the second largest 
business school in the country. 
At the moment, the faculty 
contingent is lower than many 
mid-size business schools. The 
ratio of full-time faculty is cru- 
cial in maintaining AACSB 
accreditation. 

In answer to a question, 
Sharma told the Board that he 
recognizes the value of putting 
real-world executives in the 
classroom, but academically 
qualified faculty are needed to 
create new knowledge. He sees 
a growing role for these experi- 
enced business people as speak- 
ers and visiting lecturers in the 
executive programs. 


IN MEMORIAM 


4 Mostafa Showleh 


It is with great sadness that we 
announce the death of our col- 
league, Mostafa Showleh, on 
Dec. 15. 

Mostafa emigrated from 
Iran and enrolled as an under- 
graduate student at 
Concordia, graduating with a 
BSc in physies in 1980. He had 
been a lab demonstrator since 
1976, a lab technician since 
1983, and became Supervisor 
of the Undergraduate Physics 
Laboratories in 1992. He 
remained in this position until 
spring 2007, when illness final- 
ly forced him to leave. 

It is difficult to imagine the 
undergraduate physics labora- 
tory without Mostafa. He was 
known and loved by the gener- 


ations of students and lab 
demonstrators whom _ he 
taught. We all benefited from 
his dedication, support and 
encouragement; his love of 
physics and devotion to the 
department were infectious. 
Throughout his lengthy pro- 
gressive illness, he never 
ceased to be cheerful and opti- 
mistic. During this illness, he 
was helped by his close friend 
Ali Shakeri, who has now 
taken over his duties. Our 
thoughts are with Soudabeh 
Showleh, his children Taha 
and Sara, and his companion 
of many years, Judy Robinson. 


MARIANA FRANK, ON BEHALF OF 
THE PuysicS DEPARTMENT 





Lise Villemure Belafi 


Lise Villemure Belafi passed 
away on Dec. 21. She was well 
cared for at the Maison de 
Soins Palliatifs Riviere du Nord 
in St. Jéréme after struggling 
for several years with cancer. 
Lise spent 25 years working 
at the university. She became a 
full-time employee at Concor- 
dia University in March 1982 
as the Budget Officer for the 
Faculty of Arts and Science, 
and moved to the 
Environmental Health and 


to the Executive Group 


Danis's expertise, in addition to 
having him continue as one of 
Concordia’s most popular pro- 
fessors. 


Roger Coté named Acting 
VP Services 


Roger Coté will hold the posi- 
tion of Acting Vice-President, 
Services, as long as President 
Michael Di Grappa serves as 
President. The announcement 
was made at the- Board of 
Governors meeting on Jan. 17. 

““It is necessary to ensure that 
the vital services area has full- 
time, effective interim leader- 
ship” Di Grappa explained. He 
was vice-president of the large 
sector until he took on presiden- 
tial duties in November. 

Cété joined Concordia in 1981, 
and has held many responsibili- 


ties. He became Executive 
Director, Enrolment and Student 
Services, in June 2004, and was 
named an associate vice-presi- 
dent in 2006. 

Given his new responsibilities, 
Registrar Linda Healey will over- 
see the Enrolment Services sec- 
tor, and Katie Sheahan, the 
Director of Recreation and 
Athletics, will take on added 
responsibilities in Student 
Services. 

Until the hiring of a Vice- 
President, Human Resources, 
Anna Michetti will oversee the 
day-to day operations of human 
resources and Maurice René de 
Cotret the labour relations area. 
They will report to Acting VP 
Services Roger Coté, who will 
also rely on the advice of Patrick 
Kelley, Executive Director, 
Strategic Plans. 


Safety Office in 1990 until she 
left due to illness in 2003. She 
was also the treasurer of the 
Concordia University Profes- 
sional Employees Union 
(CUPEU). 

She was a_ courageous 
woman, kind and helpful to 
everyone. She had hope and 
was hanging on to life dearly, 
even to the very end. She will 
be missed and lovingly 
remembered by her many 
friends at Concordia. 
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How the ancients made us who we are 


BARBARA BLACK 


The roots of contemporary cul- 
ture will never be taken for grant- 
ed as long as Classical Thought at 
Concordia has a say. The CT@C, 
as its members call it for short, is 
a consortium of scholars with 
research interests in classical lit- 
erature, philosophy, late antiqui- 
ty and the classical tradition. 

Concordia is particularly well 
placed to serve as the centre for 
teaching and researching the 
classical tradition. A cluster of 
recent hires in classics, philoso- 
phy, political science, English and 
Italian are studying the role 
played by the ancient world in 
forming modern cultures. 

They cover a broad historical 
range and cross many disci- 
plines, including classical antiq- 
uity (Sean Gurd), ancient philos- 
ophy and the history of science 
(Andrea Falcon), political science 
(Marlene _—Sokolon), _ early 
Christianity and Judaism 
(Lorenzo DiTommaso), the early 
modern period (Italian scholar 
Dario Brancato) and the late 18th 
and early 19th century (English 
literary scholar Jonathan Sachs). 





Some members of the Classics@Concordia Group, seen here when Lorenzo DiTommaso (Theology, at left) gave 
a brown-bag lecture on Jan. 15. Next to DiTommaso are Sean Gurd (Classics, Modern Languages and 
Linguistics), Marlene Sokolon (Political Science) and Jonathan Sachs (English). 


Gurd, an assistant professor of 
ancient Greek studies in the 
Department of Classics, Modern 
Languages and _ Linguistics, 
explained, “our mission is to fur- 
ther teaching and scholarship on 
the heritage of the ancient world 
in all its major instantiations — 
literature, religion, political 
thought, philosophy and art — 
and at all times and places? 

Classics is not only interdisci- 
plinary, it’s intercultural. “Each 
of the major monotheisms 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
— has benefited from creative 





dialogues with Greek philosophy 
and literature. Indeed, the 
Islamic tradition played a crucial 
role in the survival of many 
aspects of ancient science and 
philosophy: 

Gurd says there's a strong 
resurgence of interest in the sub- 
ject. “In the last-10 years, the 
study of the classical tradition 
has become a major new area of 
research across the humanities, 
drawing contributions from art 
history, language and literature 
departments, philosophy, and 
classical studies. 


Chartered accountants have a party 


A celebration took place Jan. 28 
in honour of the 95 students 
who graduated in 2007 from 
the Diploma in Chartered 
Account-ancy Program. The 
program prepares them to 
write the tough UFEs (uniform 
final exams) that qualify them 
for the coveted professional 


designation of chartered 
accountant. About 20 account- 
ancy firms, proud employers of 
these graduates, were repre- 
sented at the gathering, held in 
the Monte-fiore Club on Guy St. 
Program’ director Wendy 
Roscoe thanked everyone for 
their hard work and coopera- 


tion, and congratulated 
Kathleen Morrison on achiev- 
ing honour roll _ status. 
Bursaries from the Fondation 
de l’Ordre des comptables 
agréés du Québec were given to 
five new students in the pro- 
gram, who will prepare for the 
2008 UFEs. 





Seen at the dinner party are, left to right, Lujie Li, who received a bursary to study in the Diploma in Chartered 
Accountancy program this year, Kathleen Morrison, who was on the honour roll among UFE-writers in 2007, guests 
Andrée Daoust, CA, and Jasmine Marcoux, CA, and bursary recipients Valentina Levina and Nayla Chebli. 


FANMSTOMOUBOG MIYGNY 


“The transmission and recep- 
tion of classical thought is now 
seen as a major means of self-def- 
inition for the modern West. The 
history of scholarship, education, 
and artistic influence have 
become exciting new avenues for 
the exploration of the conflicts 
and negotiations that defined the 
modern world? 

Vehicles like the International 
Journal of the Classical Tradition 
have sprung up to document this 
research, and existing journals are 
making space in their pages for 
studies of the classical tradition. 
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Several presses have established 
series dedicated to the field. 

“Our hope is to be able to build 
connections between scholars at 
Concordia and in the broader aca- 
demic community in Montreal 
who are engaged in one of the 
many aspects of this important 
and growing subject; Gurd said. 

The group is holding a 
lunchtime lecture series and 
expects to welcome a major 
international scholar to give a 
lecture next year. 

“We have also proposed a 
minor in the study of the classical 
tradition, which will give students 
an opportunity to study the her- 
itage of ancient Greece and Rome. 

“The program will provide a 
synoptic view of how the classical 
tradition has influenced multiple 
disciplines and forms of thought 
from antiquity through the pres- 
ent day. This program will, with 
any luck, be open to students in 
the fall of 2008. A major program 
along similar lines is in the plan- 
ning stages: 

To follow the development of 
the group, visit their webpage, 
classicalthought.concordia.google 
pages.com. 


OLOHd 313 


Senate speaker steps down: John O'Brien has retired as 
Speaker of Senate, a post he held with distinction for more than 11 years. 

Originally a professor of economics at Sir George Williams 
University, he became Dean, then Vice-Principal Academic, and in 
1969, Principal. Only 38, he was the youngest university head in 
Canada at the time. In 1974, when Concordia was created, he 


became the first Rector. 


He was already retired from teaching when the post of Speaker 
of Senate was created in 1996, and his probity and dry wit made 
him the unanimous choice for the post. 

He was warmly thanked for his many years of service to the 
university by Senate members on Dec. 14, and toasted at a reception 
held after the meeting. In recognition of his contribution as Speaker, 
five books will be placed in the Library in his name. 

Donald Boisvert was elected to succeed him as Speaker until 


August 2008. 
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Open House 


Although all the numbers have yet to be tabulated, this year’s Open 
House was a rousing success. 

Pina Greco, Manager of Operations and Special Projects in Enrolment 
and Student Services, who handles the event each year, estimated that 
over 2,500 people visited the four main sites. 

Potential students were able to have their work evaluated by 
representatives from major art schools at Portfolio Day or listen to 
professors from a number of disciplines lecture at the Back-to-School 
Faculty Showcase. They could also chat with students about their 
programs, ask questions, or try out some equipment for themselves. 

Greco said that interest was so high, some events drew spectators a 
full half hour before they were scheduled to begin. Look for video 
footage of some activities at: news.concordia.ca 
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Industrial photos: ‘a visually pornographic record of waste’ 


KAREN HERLAND 


Rosemary Donegan addressed 
the beauty and contradictions 
inherent in Canada’s century and 
a half of industrial photography 
as part of this year’s successful 
Speaking of Photography lecture 
series. 

Donegan, who is from the 
Ontario College of Art and 
Design, has been exploring pho- 
tographs of Jabour and industry. 
She explained the social and cul- 
tural significance of images that 
capture “machinery. — class, 
unions and also immigration, 
race, gender and community,” 
sometimes in surprising ways — 
for instance, the practice of 
dressing in your best clothes to 
go out on the picket line early in 
the 20th century. 

Donegan explained to the 
audience that packed the York 
Amphitheatre that in the mid- 
1800s, studio photographers 
developed a “vernacular tradi- 
tion” of photographs. These 
shots had the trappings of 
images of that era: ferns, 
valances and wicker chairs. 

However, in industrial towns, 
these props surrounded labour- 
ers, like ‘the miners in the 
Hayashi Studios photograph (at 
right) or their families. Among 
these images are shots of labour- 


ers posing under a banner invit- 
ing “Workers of the World Unite” 
or children orphaned by indus- 
trial accidents. Studio photogra- 
phers were often hired by local 
industry to document their activ- 
ities, constructions or the effi- 
ciency of their production lines. 

A particularly emotional 
example of this concerned the 
construction of the Quebec 
Bridge. The structure was 
designed as the largest cantilever 
bridge of its time, connecting 
Quebec City to Lévis. Poor plan- 
ning led to its collapse while still 
under construction in 1907. 
Seventy-five construction work- 
ers, including 33 Kahnawake 
Mohawks, were killed in that 
accident. 

Nine years later, construction 
continued with an improved 
design. Eugene Michael Finn 
documented the — structure's 
progress at 20-minute intervals 
from 5 a.m. on Sept. 11, 1916. His 
photos abruptly stop mid-morn- 
ing, after a hoist malfunctioned 
and sent the central span of the 
bridge crashing down, killing 
several more workers, 

In addition to Finn's notoriety 
for the shots he didn’t take, his 
work is interesting because his 
images depict the lines, forms 
and architecture of the bridge. 
Workers in the images appear as 


accessories to illustrate the scale 
of the girders, rivets and railings. 

This move towards form her- 
alded what Donegan referred to 
as Modernism in industrial pho- 
tography. The focus shifts from 
workers in action to more 
abstract and passive images of 
the verticals, horizontals and 
planes of machinery. 

Light and shadow are also key 
to these images — notably, in a 
series of photographs of labour- 
ers taken by Yousef Karsh in the 
1950s, on commission for Ford 
and Auas Steel. 

Donegan ended with a critique 
of the currently celebrated work 
of Edward Burtynsky, 
www.edwardburtynsky.com. His 
elaborate photo shoots depict 
landscapes affected by resource 
extraction (his Breaking Ground 
series or the Three Gorges Dam 
project in China) or landscapes 
created by consumer waste 
(phone dials in China, tires in 
California). His work was featured 
in the Globe and Mail, Jan. 26. 

“The full-frame patterns are a 
visually pornographic record of 
waste and refuse,” said Donegan, 
wondering aloud why Burtynsky 
has only recently acknowledged 
any sort of cultural critique in his 
work after denying it for years. 

Donegan argued that the sub- 
ject matter associated with 


labour, industrial activity and its 
effect on the planet demand a 
kind of integrity or responsibility 
on the part of those who docu- 
ment it. 

Speaking of Photography con- 
tinues with Geoffrey Batchen on 
Feb. 28. Martha Langford, of the 


Art History department, credits a 
handful of dedicated doctoral 
students for the success of the 
series, and looks forward to next 
year's series, which is already in 
the works. For more information 
on this and upcoming lectures, 
go to art-history.concordia.ca 





This image of Japanese miners taken by the Hayashi Studio photog- 
raphers of Cumberland, B.C. contrasts their rough clothing with 
their ‘literate’ glasses and hands protected by gloves. 


NVYDINOD ABVWISOY JO ASILYNOD 


Defiant Imagination 
kicked off with kinetic sculptor 
Theo Jansen. The Dutch artist has 
spent the last decade developing 
huge skeletal sculptures called 
strandbeests (right), which move 
in the wind and have their own 
“brains” and sensory perception. 

Jansen demonstrated how the 
yellow tubing perceives whether 
it is filled with water or air, 
causing it to move away from the 
surf on the seashore. 

The event attracted people 
from both Fine Arts and 
Engineering. The 400-seat D.B. 
Clarke Theatre filled so quickly 
that a second session was added 
immediately after his scheduled 
Jan. 23 appearance. The double- 
bill was the first in the Fine Arts 
lecture series’ four-year history. 

For a video of his lecture, and 
information on the next two 
lectures in this spring's 
series:finearts.concordia.ca/html/de 
fi.htm 
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Animators drawn to Oscar’s red carpet 





Concordia continues to turn out clever, original young filmmakers. Two 
remarkable animated shorts by recent graduates have been nominated 
for this year’s Academy Awards. 

They are / Met the Walrus (see film image, left), whose main animation 
was done by alumnus James Braithwaite, and Madame Tutli-Putli, by 
Chris Lavis and Maciek Szczerbowski. 

| Met the Walrus was featured in Robert Redford's indie festival, 
Sundance, which just took place in Utah. Braithwaite, who is originally 
from Edmonton, got his BA in English literature at Concordia in 2005 
and makes Montreal his home. He's a witty artist (see his website, 
www.thebathwater.com) whose work has graced the pages of 
Maisonneuve and En Route. 

His five-minute film, written and directed by Josh Raskin, is based on 
an incident in 1969, when a 14-year-old teenager called Jerry Levitan 
snuck into John Lennon's Toronto hotel and interviewed him on 
audiotape about world peace. Braithwaite’s animation accompanies the 
original interview. 

Madame Tutli-Putli is a National Film Board of Canada production 
about a woman taking a train trip that turns into a metaphysical 
voyage. Szczerbowski is a 1994 graduate of Concordia's Design for the 
Theatre program. There's a clip of the film on the NFB website, at 
www.nfb.ca/webextension/oscars 

The filmmakers were featured in the Jan. 26 issue of The Gazette. 

The Oscars will be awarded on Feb. 24. 





Mario Falsetto gets to meet the directors 


BARBARA BLACK 


Film studies professor Mario 
Falsetto has published another 
book of interviews with directors. 
It was supported by a SSHRC grant 
and qualifies as scholarly, but it 
can be enjoyed by the average 
moviegoer. 

If you've seen American Beauty, 
The Talented Mr. Ripley, My Own 
Private Idaho, Sideways, The Last 
Seduction, In the Company of Men, 
Frida or The English Patient — and 
who hasn't? — you might enjoy 
exploring the minds behind them. 

Dialogues With Independent 
Filmmakers (Praeger Publishers) 
has been released in paperback 
with this title, and in hardcover as 
the first volume of a two-volume 
set titled The Making of Alternative 
Cinema. 

The book comprises interviews 
with nine British and American 
filmmakers: Anthony Minghella, 
Gus Van Sant, Neil LaBute, Julie 
Taymor, John Dahl, Sam Mendes, 
Alexander Payne, Michael Polish 
and Nancy Savoca. Falsetto pres- 
ents them as independent film- 
makers, but a lot of their movies 
have moved into mainstream pop- 
ularity. Defining “independent” 
these days can be tricky. 

“I think they are movies made 
by what we used to call an auteur. 
There's a personal vision, a voice 
behind them,’ Falsetto said in an 
interview. 

What may surprise readers is 


the extent to which directors feel 
their way into the job. There's no 
real school for directors. Some 
went to film school. Some, like 
Sam Mendes and Neil LaBute, 
came from the theatre. Some, 
like Minghella, were playwrights 
first. Some freely admit they did- 
n't know what they were doing, 
but they persisted and learned as 
they went. 

Readers will also be impressed 
by the dogged determination 
required to follow a movie 
through to completion. 

Few artistic enterprises require 
as much collaboration as film- 
making. The script is an outline, 
but it’s the director's many cre- 
ative decisions that are made 
along the way that really write the 
film. As for the actors, all the 
directors Falsetto interviewed 
were unanimous in their praise 
for their role in the film process. 

There's the money, the script, 
the casting, the technical require- 
ments, the design, the shooting, 
the editing and post-production, 
the marketing — it can take years, 
and then be destroyed with a 
quixotic studio decision or a nega- 
tive review. Falsetto gives the 
example of Minghella, who with- 
stood prolonged, physically brutal 
conditions to make Cold Moun- 
tain, only to encounter a lacklus- 
tre reception. 

Yet the directors simply move 
on, pursuing their art. One is 
owed millions of dollars by the 


studio that produced his movie, 
but lets it go. Another, a woman, 
was told by a combative studio 
head she met on the red carpet, “If 
your husband wasn't with you, I'd 
punch you in the face” 

Falsetto is stunned by the expo- 
nential increase in the films being 
made. He said that this year, 3,600 
feature films were submitted to 
the Sundance festival, where 
many of his interview subjects 
made their names. 

While his interviews read like 
enjoyably seamless conversations, 
he did a lot of research, conducted 
multiple interviews with each 
subject, and carefully edited the 
results for maximum clarity. 

In 2000, he wrote a book called 
Personal Visions: Conversations 
With Contemporary Film Directors 
(Silman-James Press, 2000). He 
also published two books, an 
analysis and an anthology, about 
the great director Stanley Kubrick 
(Dr. Strangelove, 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, and Clockwork Orange). 
Now hes writing a book about 
Gus Van Sant (Drugstore Cowboy, 
To Die For, Elephant). 

Over a 30-year career of teaching 
film studies, Falsetto has come to 
believe that these carefully pre- 
pared interviews with thoughtful, 
articulate directors about what 
motivates and animates them are 
more valuable to his students than 
his own views of their work. He 
loves teaching, and he’s an optimist. 


many ways what keeps movies 
exciting for the real cinephile; he 
writes in his introduction. “The 
good films that slipped by or that 
did not get a fair shake during 
their initial release are all waiting 





to be discovered on DVD. And 
although some people have 
argued that movies mattered in 
the 1960s and 1970s in a way they 
no longer do today, I do not hold 
with this view: 
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“The afterlife of movies is in Mario Falsetto explored independent films through their directors’ lens. 
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CSU teaches 
the basics 


KAREN HERLAND 


It would appear that once stu- 
dents catch the learning bug, they 
don't want to stop. For the second 
term in a row, the Concordia 
Student Union is offering mini- 
courses to those who want to 
complement their academics with 
something practical, topical, or 
entertaining. 

CSU 101s were first offered in 
the fall semester and they proved 
so popular that the number of 
offerings has jumped from six to 
12. “All but one of the courses sold 
out last time? said Noah Stewart, 
the CSU’s VP Communications. 

Students are invited to sign up 
for 12- to 18-hour courses cover- 
ing hobbies, opportunities for 
creative expression, health or 
skills. The courses cost between 
$20 and $45, depending on the 
number of hours. 

Stewart said the idea first 
developed after the student 
council elections last spring. “It 
was the kind of thing we thought 
we should be doing” The new 
council wanted to provide an 
opportunity for peer education 
and skills-building. 

The bartending course allows 


KAREN HERLAND 





Name the most influential 
Western thinkers of the 20th 
century. Now fit them all into a 
six-credit course that allows 
students to appreciate the fun- 
damentals of the humanities 
for the entire century, includ- 
ing literature, arts, philosophy 
and film. 

It's a tall order, but third-year 
students in the Liberal Arts 
College are introduced to Woolf, 
Joyce, Proust, Benjamin, Freud, 
Beckett, Heidegger, Foucault 
and Salman Rushdie in a whirl- 
wind course that offers content 
and context for the 1900s, from 
start to finish. 

“It’s the culminating course 
in the Great Books program of 
the Liberal Arts College” said 
Ariela Freedman, who has 
taught the course off and on 
since 1998. “It’s a challenging 
class to teach! 


for certification. Students can use 
that training to apply for bar jobs 
around town, giving them an edge 
over the competition. 

Similarly, students can spend a 
weekend learning CPR from 
Environmental Health and Safety's 
Senior Emergency Management 
Advisor. Since Darren Dumoulin is 
trained by the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, the 16-hour pro- 
gram provides certification: for 
those who see it through. 
Dumoulin taught the course last 
term as well. Some students 
were looking for training to help 
them with a summer job and 
others had found themselves 
unprepared in an emergency and 
wanted to change that. 

The courses allow 
Concordia students and grads 
the chance to make a little extra 
cash by sharing their knowledge. 
Improv comedy is taught by a 
theatre alumnus, and both pho- 
tography courses are taught by 
current students. 

Some of the courses are a bit 
more eccentric, with knitting tech- 
niques or fashion on the agenda. 
Local writer Laura Roberts, who 
has taken on the V is for Vixen col- 
umn in Hour, will explore the “his- 


also 


Want to 
Learn about 


tory, philosophy and religion” of 
the Kama Sutra. 

Last term, courses were only 
offered Monday to Thursday 
evenings. Now they are extended 
through the weekend. Stewart 
would like to see the program 
expand, allowing students to help 
students by sharing skills. 

The CSU is also looking for 
applications for other courses, like 
personal finance that could be 
offered in the future. 

Students can register and pay 
online at 10/s.csu.ge.ca/. Click on 
the course icon and details 
about dates and times, and regis- 
tration deadlines will appear. 
Non-students are able to register 
if any places are left during the 
last 24 hours of each course's reg- 
istration period. 





Want to 
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CLASSACTION 
- Capturing the 2Oth century in six credits 


The reading list is deter- 
mined by the college's faculty 
of about 10 regular professors 
and a handful other LTAs. The 
syllabus is more fluid than that 
of some of the other courses at 
the college. 

“The selection of texts post- 


1945 requires careful consider- 
ation. None of those texts have 
stood the test of time, said 
Mark Russell. On the other 
hand, Freedman said, “stu- 
dents are excited to address 
material approaching their 
own time.” 





Mark Russell and Ariela Freedman introduce students to the great 
Western thinkers of the last century. 
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Freedman herself graduated 
from the Liberal Arts College 
and earned a PhD in English 
from New York University study- 
ing English Modernism, She is 
now principal of the college. 
“We both end up teaching out- 
side of our own discipline. | 
only spend two weeks teaching 
authors I really write about? 

“You learn a lot teaching 
this course, said Russell, who 
studied modern German his- 
tory and art at Cambridge. “I 
wish I had more time for his- 
tory lectures.” 

The second semester alone 
leads students through high 
modernism, existentialism, 
structuralism, post-structural- 
ism, post-modernism and 
deconstructionism. 

In addition to course time, 
students have another session 
where they learn more about 
the times they are reading 
about, “Writers don’t work in a 


| Fashion 
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vacuum. They are encountering 
ideas and events and respond- 
ing to them in their work, said 
Freedman. 

Students have just completed 
a few weeks dealing with World 
War II. A visit to the Holocaust 
Museum and a talk by a 
Holocaust survivor were offered 
in addition to course work. 

The course has developed an 
increased attention to film. “We 
recognized that we needed to 
speak to such an important 
modernist art form, said 
Freedman. 

She said that showing Leni 
Reifenstahl’s Triumph of the Will 
becomes a way to talk about 
aesthetics, but also about 
Marxist cultural critic Walter 
Benjamin's concern with the 
rise of fascism. “Similarly, we 
show Ingmar Bergman when we 
discuss existential thought, and 
Chaplin when we talk about 
Beckett? 
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Executive Centre tailors training to clients 


BARBARA BLACK 


Everybody needs a refresher now 
and then. That’s when the boss 
should pick up the phone and call 
the JMSB Executive Centre. The 
staff can bring new zip to an 
enterprise by putting together a 
custom-designed course for 
employees. 

The John Molson Executive 
Centre offers private, non-credit 
seminars tailored to companies’ 
needs on such topics as manage- 
ment and leadership, finance and 
accounting, marketing and sales, 
customer service and communi- 
cations. 

The clients include many well- 
known names — Gaz Metropoli- 
tain, Export Development 
Canada, Merck Frosst Canada, 
the National Bank of Canada, the 
Cree Regional Authority, CAE, 
Bombardier, the McGill University 
Health Centre and Molson 


Canada. 

Julie Ricard is Manager, 
Business Development, and 
Fatima Grich is _ Client 


Relationship Advisor. Both are 
graduates of the JMSB, and cur- 
rently working on their MBAs. 
There are five full-time staff mem- 
bers at the Centre, which includes 
a service providing aviation and 
airport management expertise. 





Julie Ricard and Fatima Grich of the John Molson Executive Centre. 


The Executive Centre staff can 
call on up to 150 specialized 
instructors, some of them full pro- 
fessors in the John Molson School 
of Business, others part-time lec- 
turers with business careers. The 
instructors not only deliver the 
training, they promise to make 
themselves available for up to 
three months after the session to 
answer to questions and provide 
feedback. 

Clients may choose to have the 


INBRIEF 


program given at a hotel, confer- 
ence centre, their place of busi- 
ness or at Concordia, and the 
instructor comes to them. The 
sessions may range over several 
consecutive days, several days 
delivered within a month, or sev- 
eral weeks — whatever seems 
appropriate. Courses can even 
be conducted outside Montreal; 
the company simply undertakes 
to cover the transportation and 
accommodation for each 


Career fairs all over campus 


While prospective students are 
visiting Concordia for the first 
time this month, current stu- 
dents are thinking about the 
next stage of their lives. Career 
fairs on campus are a great way 
to see the range of possibilities. 


Education 


There's an Education Career Fair 
on Wednesday, Feb. 6, from 2 to 
7 p.m., and a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Career Fair on 
Thursday, Feb. 7, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Both are in the atrium of 
the LB Building. 


Engineering 


Emerging engineers and com- 
puter scientists can attend a 
three-day career fair on March 3, 
4 and 5 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the seventh-floor rooms of the 
Hall Building. 


Science 


On March 6, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p-m., on the SP mezzanine on 
the Loyola Campus, the Faculty 
of Arts and Science is sponsor- 
ing a Science Career Fair. 


JMSB 


In the John Molson School of 
Business, there's a series of spe- 
cialized workshops for the 
career-minded undergraduate. 
All are held from 2 to 4 p.m. in 
GM-403-02. They start on Feb. 7 
and continue to March 27 on 
such subjects as_ interview 
strategies, the summer job 
search, negotiating job offers, 
and so on. 

Also in the JMSB, there are 
workshops for graduate stu- 
dents with such titles as Turning 
Contacts Into Careers (Feb. 1) 
and Getting Past the Screening 


Process (Feb. 29). For a full list of 
the JMSB workshops, go to: john- 
molson.Concordia.ca/cms/ 


Business French 


By popular demand, the busi- 
ness school has instituted Le 
Coach, a professional develop- 
ment program to provide the 
fundamentals of business 
French. 

With Le Coach, students are 
encouraged to converse in a 
business context to improve 
their French skills. They discuss 
current business trends, day-to- 
day business tools like presenta- 
tions and phone calls, and job- 
seeking techniques, all in the 
language of Moliére. Vocabulary 
and grammar are integrated 
into the classes, but the focus is 
on communication skills. For 
more information, go _ to 
www.frenchcoach.org 
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instructor. 

Ricard says designing a pro- 
gram can be time-consuming, but 
when a relationship is built up 
with a client company, the 
rewards for both parties are great. 
“The people at Molson feel like 
colleagues now” 

Some sessions were designed to 
address something that is giving 
the client trouble, such as conflict 
in the workplace or complaints 
about customer service. On the 
other hand, some companies sign 
on every year for the same nine- 
day program because it has 
worked so well in the past. 

Maureen McCormick, of the 
medical technologies corporation 
MDA, has used the Centre for five 
years. 

“What appeals to me about 
their training programs is that 
they are not general or standard- 
ized courses but are tailored to 
meet the unique needs of our cul- 
ture and our employees,’ she said. 
“The facilitators are all profes- 
sionals who bring several years of 
industry experience with them? 

Christine Greco, Director of 
People Development at Molson 
Canada, agreed, calling her two- 
year relationship with the Centre 
“tremendously positive” 

She said, “what makes 
Concordia such a strong partner 


is their desire to listen, adapt 
quickly to business and curricu- 
lum needs, recognize two lan- 
guages, source experts from aca- 
demia or consulting, and deliver 
business-based learning experi- 
ences. We believe our talent 
pipeline program for managers is 
one of the best in Canada due to 
our partnership with the John 
Molson Executive Centre of 
Concordia University: 

The Executive Centre also 
offers daylong public seminars at 
Concordia for individual profes- 
sionals. For example, a session 
was held in November called 
Maximizing the Efficiency of 
Human Resources Services. The 
day was broken into several ses- 
sions, on HR consulting, motivat- 
ing employees, performance 
appraisals, managerial training 
and succession planning. 

There is a public seminar on 
sales negotiations over two days, 
Feb. 13 and 14, and another on 
project management on March 12 
and 13. Concordia employees are 
welcome. The fee for each, 
$1,100, covers course material, 
presentation, breakfast, lunch 
and coffee breaks. For details on 
these seminars and on the 
Executive Centre, go to: johnmol- 
son.concordia.ca/ec 





The Tith Annual Concordia Used Book Fair, held Jan. 21 and 22 in the LB 
atrium, raised $10,314 for scholarships and Multi-Faith Chaplaincy's 
Student Emergency Food Fund, bringing to $81,260 the total raised over 
the 11 years the event has been held. Many people are to be thanked, 
including Distribution Services, the Bookstore, the International Students 
Office and the Office of the Vice-President, Services. Congratulations to 
the team of volunteers who organized the sale for a job well done. 
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Theatre Department goes rural 





On Saturday, Feb. 2 at Theatre St. Catherine (264 St. Catherine St. East), the Theatre 
Department is proud to present "Let's Go Rural”, this year's alumni cabaret. Barn doors 
open at 8 p.m. and the show starts at 9. The audience is STRONGLY encouraged to dress 
the part and ‘get rural” with the cast or, they warn, you just might feel a bit out of place. The 
crowning of Mr. and Miss Udder Butter, a pageant of grand proportions, is sure to shock and 
tantalize, along with 14 other acts. Tickets are available at the TJ Café (Theatre 
Department): Students $7 and Non-Students $10 [$15 at the door]. Proceeds will go 
towards a scholarship for a future student in need. "We are so excited, we are about to blow 
an udder." For further information, contact Joseph at joeb/canobe@hotmail.com or see the 
Theatre site: theatre.concordia.ca/ 





Jurassic Technology in Defiant Imagination 





Presented by Concordia University's Faculty of Fine Arts, the Defiant Imagination lecture 
series brings together innovators of the critical imagination to explore the role of art in con- 
temporary society. The series continues with David Wilson, the director and founder of the 
Museum of Jurassic Technology in L.A., Calif. He has dedicated himself to the advancement 
of knowledge and public appreciation of the lower Jurassic. His extraordinary collection of 
specimens, which includes spore-inhaling ants, s-ray bats, stink ants and human horns, and 
his novel theories of oblivion are among the many marvels of Museum of Jurassic 
Technology. Admission to the lecture is free. It begins at 6 p.m on Feb. 7 at the D.B. Clarke 
Theatre (S-H 0050-7). For more: www.finearts.concordia.ca/news 





Teaching teachers for Global Awareness 





On Feb. 14 from 10 a.m. till noon, David Selby, Centre for Sustainable Futures, University of 
Plymouth, (U.K.), will present a workshop aimed at faculty on "Teaching for Global 
Awareness & Community Engagement.” This workshop will explore how the Centre for 
Sustainable Futures has worked to embed a sustainability agenda in undergraduate and 
graduate curriculum since 2005. Infusionist, interdisciplinary, and trans-disciplinary 
approaches to developing and delivering sustainability pedagogy will be explored. 
Community engagement as a best practice in teaching will be demonstrated, as will stu- 
dents’ formal and informal engagement with sustainability. Jenn Davis can be contacted for 
more information: jenn.davis@concordia.ca 





Cine Gael returns with Garage 





The 16th season of Cine Gael Montreal Irish Film Series will kick off with an opening recep- 
tion and the award-winning film Garage (2007) by acclaimed Irish director Lenny 
Abrahamson on Feb. 8 at 7:15 p.m. The popular film festival will be presenting Irish films in 
the DeSeve Cinema up until the closing gala on April 24. 

Garage tells the story of Josie, the misfit caretaker of a crumbling petrol station in rural 
Ireland who finds his life changed forever over the course of a summer. It has already 
received numerous awards and nominations including the Cannes CICAE Art and Essai 
Cinema Prize and Best Film at the Turin Film Festival. 

For more information about the 2008 Cine Gael Montreal season, and for tickets, visit the 
Canadian Irish Studies site: www.cinegaelmontreal.com 





Why Do People Behave Unfairly? 





The Concordia Resarch Chair in Management presents guest speaker Maureen L. Ambrose, 
from the College of Business at the University of Central Florida, who will discuss "Why do 
People Behave Unfairly? A Four Component Model for Fair Behaviour’. The lecture will take 
place Friday, Feb. 8, at 1 p.m., in room GM 403-02. Please send enquiries regarding this 
event to Gary Johns: gjohns@jmsb.concordia.ca 





German films on tap 





The Goethe Institute shows German language films and currently has an exciting series 
called Carte Blanche a Stéphane Lepine, put together by Lépine himself. The films are usual- 
ly in German with English or French subtitles. General admission is $10, $6 for students, 
who can also get year-long access for $30 (at least 30 films). The Goethe Institute is found at 
418 Sherbrooke St. East. For full details, please see the site: www,goethe.de/montreal 





Happy Chinese New Year 


The Chinese New Year Celebration is back in time for the Year of the Rat. Celebrate with the 
Commerce Graduate Students’ Association and enjoy a 10 course meal and entertainment 
for only $20, Held at Restaurant Ruby Rouge, (1008 Clark St.), on Feb. 8 at 6 p.m., the 
evening promises to be lots of fun! Get your tickets soon, before they sell out. For tickets 
and/or information, please call 514-848-2424, ext. 2727. 











Condoms and HIV 


Paula Treichler of University of Chicago, Urbana-Champaign will be here on Feb. 7 in H-110 
to present her lecture titled, "Condoms and HIV: A Cultural History". Her most recent book 
is How To Have Theory in an Epidemic: Cultural Chronicles of AIDS (Duke UP 1999). She is 
now working on How To Use a Condom: A Cultural Analysis. This book entails the collection 
of any and all cartoons, jokes, lore, legends, pop culture references, and personal histories. 

This lecture is the last of an annual series on AIDS/HIV. Admission is free, the lecture 
begins at 6 p.m. Please see the site for details: aids.concordia.ca/ 








Call for submissions 





HIV/AIDS: Cultural, Social and Scientific Aspects of the Pandemic, an interdisciplinary course 
announces their annual call for submissions for the 2008 exhibition, No Man's Land: HIV/AIDS 
and Waiting. This exhibition, which will run from Mar. 30 to April 5, is an artistic community- 
based effort to initiate dialogue about the changing experience of the pandemic. This year, 
the issues of waiting, intermediacy, uncertainty and hope will be addressed. 

Digital submissions are currently being accepted: Please e-mail images of your work to 
aids.show@gmail.com by Friday, Feb. 29. Please include your name, phone number and mail- 
ing address. This is a juried art show. Artists will be notified of their acceptance no later 
than March 5, 2008. 





Who wants to go to China? 





The Department of Classics, Modern Languages and Linguistics is organizing a study pro- 
gram (12 credits) to bring students to China in Summer 2008. Students will spend 8 weeks 
studying Chinese language and culture at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou (small classes 
from beginner to intermediate). The trip will take place from Monday, May 5 to Friday, June 
27. The price of approx. $4,500 includes a round trip, visa, ground transportation to 
Zhejiang University, application and tuition fees, and room in the university residence. 
Come find out how to participate on Feb. 12 at noon or 6 p.m. (session is offered twice) in 
Room H-1013. For more information, please contact Lian Duan by email at 
[duan@alcor.concordia.ca 





Are you conducting research related to environmental 
issues? 





The Concordia Rural Research Group would like to hear about it at a special roundtable 
event on Feb. 6. The primary objective of this Research Roundtable on Environmental 
Issues is to learn about environment-related research at Concordia and to explore research 
opportunities for students and faculty, collaboration possibilities, program options, and 
potential funding. 

The roundtable, from noon to 2 p.m. in H-1120, will be organized as a plenary session. 
Researchers will be asked for a short, time-limited presentation (5 mins. each), posters 
and/or flyers regarding their research activities and interests. Light refreshments will be 
served. If you would like to present or display something, please contact us at 
nreadmin@alcor.concordia.ca, or 514-848-2424 ext. 2323 before Feb. 1. 





Mastering RefWorks 





Patrick Labelle, with collaboration from the Centre for Teaching and Learning Services, is 
offering a workshop on "Fostering Academic Integrity with RefWorks” on Feb. 8 from 12:30 
to 2 p.m. in LB-203. RefWorks enables students and faculty members to manage, store and 
organize references found through searches in CLUES, databases and e-journals. It also 
facilitates the process of preparing bibliographies and a plug-in for Word can be used to 
insert citations within assignments or articles. This tool makes it easier to acknowledge 
sources and, consequently, fosters academic integrity. This hands-on workshop introduces 
some of RefWorks’ basic features. To register, please go to: teaching.concordia.ca/workshop/ 





Let's Speak Spanish 


LASO-Concordia, the Latin-American Students’ Association, is holding their first "Let's 
Speak Spanish” event on Jan. 31 at 6 p.m. at the Q annex, room 203 (2010 Mackay St.) You're 
invited to "come and talk your tongues out!" Contact /aso.concordia@gmail.com or ext.3532 
for more info. 








Concordia author Robert Danisch 


The Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture and the Concordia 
Bookstore are happy to invite you to a Concordia Authors book event, Thursday, Feb. 7, in 
LB-628 at 4 p.m. Prof. Robert Danisch (Philosophy, General Studies) will offer a seminar 
based on his recent book Pragmatism, Democracy, and the Necessity of Rhetoric (University 
of South Carolina Press, 2007). The book is available at the Concordia University Bookstore 
and at the seminar, which will be followed by a reception. 
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Three goalies are 
better than two 


RYAN SZPORER 


The usual response in hockey 
when the question of a goal- 
tending controversy arises is 
that it’s always better to have 
two capable goalies than one. 
The Concordia Stingers men’s 
team is in excellent shape, 
carrying no less than three 
itching-to-start netminders. 

Sheldon Baerg, Maxime 
Joyal and Patrick Lepage have 
each dressed for games in 
2008. Of the three, fourth-year 
student Lepage has the most 
experience on the team, hav- 
ing spent the better part of 
the last two seasons as the No. 
1 starter. 

Baerg, who last played in a 
4-2 loss to the University of 
Ontario Institute of 
Technology early January, has 
been the odd man out recent- 
ly, scratched in favour of Joyal 
so that the latter could make 


his debut with the team after 
spending time in the East 
Coast Hockey League earlier 
in the season. Lepage has 
been Joyal’s backup for the 
past five games. 

“It’s hard to bring in a guy 
with pro experience and not 
play him right away, said 
head coach Kevin Figsby of 
the decision, which has 
turned out to be a good one. 

Following consecutive loss- 
es, Joyal won two straight, 
including an impressive victo- 
ry over McGill University, 
before the Stingers fell to the 
Carleton University Ravens 
last week. 

As for the starts to come, 


Joyal, now at 2-3, is not con- 


cerned who finds himself in 
front of the Concordia net 
come each opening whistle. 
The competition, especially 
him and 


between Lepage, 


drives them to be their best. 


“We're hard in 
practice,” he said. 
“Fortunately, Patty’s a last- 
year guy and he wants the net, 
too, for his last year. It’s the 


working 


coach's decision? 

Lepage echoed those senti- 
ments, saying all they can do 
is bring their best effort, work 
on what they can control, and 
be ready. Team captain Trevor 
Blanchard also says it makes 
little 
way. 


difference, whichever 

“We've got confidence in 
both goalies; he said. “Pat's 
done the job the past couple 
years that I’ve been here. He's 
played really 
games for us. [Maxime’s] been 


some good 
hot lately, so we've been riding 
him, but if we get Pat in the 
net next week, the guys will 
play just as well” 

Figsby said he'll go with 
best 


the goalie with the 


chance to win. 
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Women play next 
match on Feb. 2 


Stinger Audrey Doyon-Lessard and McGill's Ann-Sophie Bettez vie for the 
puck in a game Jan. 20, which McGill won 4-1, although it was tied at 1 
going into the third period. The next game at the Concordia arena is 
Saturday, Feb. 2, at 2:30 p.m. against the University of Ottawa. Currently, 
McGill leads the league, followed by Ottawa, Carleton, and the Stingers. 


CONCORDIAPIX 





Climbing the difficult road to success 


It's certainly the darkest part 
of winter, so this moody (and 
warmly red) shot struck us as 
hitting just the right note. 

The issue's winning photo 
comes from an independent 
student pondering the 
frustrations of plodding 
towards that elusive degree. 

William Changizi said: “To 
me, this image asks an 
important question that all 
students should consider: what 
use is there in pursuing an 
education if not to 
emancipate?” 

If you would like to see your 
work displayed here, all you 
have to do is visit 
www.flickr.com/groups/concordia 
picks/ and \eave a few of your 
favourite photos for us to 
consider. And while you're 
there, comment on some of the 
hundreds of other photos 
already on the site. 
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